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How We Got Here 
 

Define society --   
 
 
 
Who was Gerhard Lenski? What was his major contribution to sociology? When was he alive? 
 
 
 
What is sociocultural evolution? (answer in a paragraph) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What were the five types of societies, according to Gerhard Lenski? 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
 
What is the 6th type that has been added?  
 
 



 
What as the major concern of hunting and gathering societies? 
 
 
 
When do we start seeing pastoral societies? 
 
 
 
What is the major change between hunting and gathering societies and pastoral societies? 
 
 
 
When do we start seeing horticultural societies? 
 
 
 
What is the difference between pastoral and horticultural societies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When does a material surplus start to happen? How does this impact society? 
 
 
 
What is specialization? Why does it matter? 
 
 
 
When did we first start seeing agrarian societies?  
 
 
What is the difference brought about by agrarian societies? How is it different from 
horticultural societies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When do we start to see industrial societies?  
 
 
In comparison to earlier societies, what is different about industrial societies? On what do 
industrial societies focus? 
 
 
 
When do we start seeing postindustrial societies? 
 
 
 
What are postindustrial societies? On what do they focus?  
 
 
 
 
Elsewhere in the world, what is necessary for a postindustrial society to exist? 
 
 
 
How did Karl Marx’s ideas compare to those of Lenski? How did the forces of production play 
a role in Marx’s theories? (answer in a paragraph) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did Max Weber think was the biggest change from traditional to modern society? (answer 
in a paragraph) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who was Emile Durkheim? What did he contribute to sociology? (answer in a paragraph) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is mechanical solidarity?  
 
 
 
What is organic solidarity? 
 


